Mr. Speaker, | would hope that assurances
of full protection for human rights could be
made and timely reforms could be forthcom-
ing. While | recognize that Macedonia is not a
member of the OSCE, Macedonia is not ex-
cused from complying with international
human rights standards.

RISK ASSESSMENT AND COST-
BENEFIT ACT OF 1995

SPEECH OF

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 1995

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1022) to provide
regulatory reform and to focus national eco-
nomic resources on the greatest risks to
human health, safety, and the environment
through scientifically objective and unbiased
risk assessments and through the consider-
ation of costs and benefits in major rules,
and for other purposes:

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Chairman, H.R. 1022 is
regulation by strangulation. If you think gov-
ernment red tape has been tied in knots, just
wait until you experience the results of this
Republican red flag against public health and
safety and the environment.

The cumbersome imposition of regulations
on top of regulations will only serve to delay
approval of anything to protect public health
and safety and the environment. The resulting
delay will threaten the lives of many and the
future of all Americans. In our daily lives, the
delay will translate into unregulated food and
chemical products and in the longer term, the
risk will be the loss of our national patrimony.

Once again, the contract is placing financial
interests over the interests of American public.
A CNN/Time poll taken at the end of January
determined that Americans consider environ-
mental protection one of the most important
problems—23 percent—or very important—65
percent. Only 23 percent of the people sur-
veyed believed that protection from pollution
had gone too far.

The risk in risk assessment is great. You
cannot put a price on preventing illness, sav-
ing lives or preserving natural lands. Common
sense should be brought to this debate on dol-
lars and cents. A petroleum industry official
had this comment about H.R. 1022:

This reminds of 1981, when the industry
shot itself in the foot * * * Business not only
lost but managed to engender much of the
strident public environmental sentiment
that later resulted in far stricter laws.

H.R. 1022 does not discriminate between
regulations—ones where the process should
be re-examined or streamlined and ones that
should be eliminated. The indiscriminate over-
riding of existing protections throws out the
good with the bad.

Like other components of the Republican
regulatory reform package, H.R. 1022 rep-
resents another opportunity for special inter-
ests to paralyze the Federal regulatory proc-
ess at the expense of average, taxpaying
Americans.

In this case, Mr. Chairman, less government
means more government. The layers of bu-
reaucracy that will be added to the regulatory
process by H.R. 1022 will put more lives in
harm’s way. If you want to vote for more gov-
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ernment and less public health and environ-
mental protection, then you have the right bill
in front of you. If you want to vote for govern-
ment reform, you will need to look elsewhere.
| urge my colleagues to vote for less gov-
ernment—vote “no” on H.R. 1022.

IN HONOR OF JOSEPH A.
RICCARDI, HONORARY IRISHMAN
OF THE YEAR, 1995

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 3, 1995

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Joseph A. Riccardi, Honorary
Irishman of the Year, 1995, who will be hon-
ored at this year's St. Patrick Day Parade in
Jersey City.

The Irish have been immigrating to the Unit-
ed States since the early part of the 19th cen-
tury. In that time, they have made many con-
tributions to this country. They have distin-
guished themselves at every level of American
society. As Irish-Americans have built their
businesses, so have they contributed to the
economic prosperity of this Nation. As they
have grown politically, they have contributed
to government on the local, State and national
levels. Their devotion to family and friends
demonstrates that much can be accomplished
when people work together in harmony.

At home, Irish-Americans have worked hard
to protect all of us from crime and fire. They
have put their lives on the line to help ensure
the safety of their fellow citizens. The long,
proud tradition of Irish police officers and fire-
men scarely needs to be mentioned. However,
the Irish have not only been good neighbors at
home, they have also put their lives on the
line when they have fought to defend this Na-
tion against our foes in every major conflict
over the last 200 years.

Joseph Riccardi is being honored this year
for his many contributions to the community.
Mr. Riccardi founded Knights Auto Body, Inc.
in 1960. He served as commissioner on the
Jersey City Parking Authority, Hudson County
Recreation Authority and as a board member
of the Jersey City Medical Center Foundation.
Mr. Riccardi is a former chairman of the Jer-
sey City chapter of the March of Dimes, and
he has served on the Saint Patrick’'s Day Pa-
rade Committee since 1962. In addition, he is
a sponsor of Project Children, and is the Hon-
orary Irishman of the Jersey City Emerald So-
ciety.

Through the years, Mr. Riccardi has served
the people of Jersey City Well. His involve-
ment in the many above-mentioned organiza-
tions shows that he is committed to helping
make life a little easier for his fellow Ameri-
cans. He is truly an exemplary individual.

As we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, let us re-
member all of those Irish-Americans men and
women who have made a difference in the
United States. This is a day for us to acknowl-
edge their achievements and feel proud to
have them in the United States. This holiday
is an excellent opportunity to pay tribute to
Irish-Americans; past and present.

March 3, 1995
TRIBUTE TO HELEN M. HAUSMAN

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 3, 1995

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Helen M. Hausman and her upcoming
induction into the San Mateo County Women's
Hall of Fame.

Helen M. Hausman is an exceptional public
servant with a remarkable history of leadership
in our community. She has served on the PTA
for 25 years, been elected to the Sequoia
Union High School District Board four times,
and chaired a bay area symposium on the Ge-
neva Conventions and Humanitarian Law. In
addition, she is currently serving her second
term on the San Mateo County Community
College District Board and chairing the San
Mateo County American Red Cross board of
directors. As an advocate for youth and
women, Ms. Hausman has volunteered for a
number of youth organizations, and the Junior
League has appointed her as community advi-
sor to serve as a role model for young women
volunteers Ms. Hausman has also spoken on
gender equity issues for the American Asso-
ciation of University Women.

Mr. Speaker, Helen M. Hausman is an out-
standing citizen, and | commend her for her
remarkable commitment and contributions to
our community. | ask my colleagues to join me
in saluting her as she is being inducted into
the San Mateo County Women’s Hall of Fame.

CELEBRATING FLORIDA’S
SESQUICENTENNIAL

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 3, 1995

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in proud observance of the sesqui-
centennial anniversary of the State of Florida.

One hundred and fifty years ago today,
President John Tyler signed into law the Flor-
ida Statehood bill, enacted 2 days earlier by
the 28th Congress, admitting Florida as the
27th State. Today, the Sunshine State has
risen in stature to become the fourth largest
State of the Union, with an economy larger
than all but 14 countries. In the last 15 years
alone, its population has risen by more than a
third, further enriching one of the most eco-
nomically successful, culturally vibrant regions
of America.

The Sunshine State plays a vital role in
American prosperity. In 1513, Ponce de
Leon’s initial landfalls along Florida’s pristine
beaches marked the first steps by European
settlers on the shores of North America.
Today, the more than 20 million visitors to our
State each year walk these same beaches
seeking their own Fountain of Youth. Florida
welcomes tourists from across the world who
come to enjoy our cultural offerings and envi-
ronmental beauty.

Our State’s rich natural resources provide
our Nation with a healthy diet of fruits, vegeta-
bles, and fish, and its manufacturing industries
supply America with key electrical, transpor-
tation and high technology equipment.

Since the Spanish-American War, critical
military facilities across Florida have defended
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